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' The fodavahite George ‘Bush oy. Spat RS Be ag Fe 
Director of Central Intelligence fe Lo UA Cae eee ear 
Washington, D.C. | . an as oer ee 
'. Dear Mr. Bush: i‘ ee 7 eee oe 
‘This: is in response to your letter of September 5.5 3976, 

concerning language’ in the report of the committee of conference 


on the Pepartment of Defense Appropriations Bill, 1977, rea a : 
to ee on the" intelligence community (Title NEED ne gitar: 


The Senate Comittee on Appropriations agrees ‘that your > gis 
understanding of the report Language is reasonable and proper and NRT ee 
is reassured by your commitment to objectivity and independence in .- 5" 
the functions of the Intelligence Community Staff and re Netional -- 
Foreign Intelligence Boas ete, age, 
a" te Pee 

The Committee appreciates the nature of the Intellige: 
Community Staff and. operations and the composition and function of , 
the National Foreign Intelligence Board and understands that , 
personnel support and assistance of a wide variety from intelligence 
community organizations will be required: for eace reimbursement 
rovided. igo : 


This Committee intends ‘that the size “of the: ‘Intelligence ercae 
_' | Community Staff be kept to an absolute minimum and will bem watching! 
= '” with interest. There may be times when the Chaixman,or a member of ve 
_ the Committee on Foreign Intelligence requires assistance from a staff 
member who is not a full time Intelligence Community Staff assistant. - 

.and not paid from the appropriation in the aforementioned title of 

the bill. This procedure, however, is not to be used as a means for - 

_ Shereasing the size of the Intelligence Community Staff or cenOCine 

“its "policy independence." bo be itte OP ete Sea Ae 
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